
In the late 1860s, Isaac Dockery built a 

brick kiln near Sevierville and established 

a masonry business. Born a free Black 

man, Dockery moved to Sevierville to 

work as a merchant clerk for a white 

businessman, Henry M. Thomas, before 

the Civil War. After the war, Dockery's 

masonry business began booming. He 

taught the brick masonry craft to his 

sons, sons-in-law, and grandsons, many 

of whom went on to begin their own 

successful masonry and construction 

companies in the area. Together, the 

family was responsible for nearly every 

important late nineteenth and early 

twentieth century private and public 

building in the county. 

Several members of Dockery's family 

also became well-known brick masons 

and contractors in Sevierville, including 

Paris Witt McMahan, a formerly enslaved 

person who established the Riverside 

Steam Brick Company that operated near 

Sevierville until the 1930s; George and 

Stewart Burden, whose highly productive 

construction company produced iconic 

Sevierville structures such as the original 

Central Hotel; and Joe Leak McMahan, Sr. 

Perhaps the most notable of Dockery's 

descendants was Fred McMahan, who 

attended Knoxville 

College in the late 1910s and later 

earned his master's degree in architectural 

engineering at the University of Illinois 

at Champaign-Urbana. Around 1920, he 

returned to Sevierville and established the 

j.F. & N. McMahan Construction Company

with his brothers, James and Newt

McMahan.

One of the most prolific Black builders 

and brick masons in the state, McMahan 

and his construction company were 

responsible for scores of Sevier County 

buildings, including the Pleasant View 

Rosenwald School in 1921-22. 
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